
ENG 4510 Midterm Project 
 
Thus far this semester, we have studied histories of rhetoric and have developed an understanding 
of how histories can be rhetorical to privilege certain cultures, events, and ideas. For our midterm 
class project, we will become the rhetors of NCCU history, by creating a digital, multi-media text that 
showcases prominent and everyday NCCU rhetorics. The project will be published online and posted 
to several Durham historical websites. The goal for this project is to identify some historical and 
contemporary rhetorical artifacts that reveal NCCU values, investments, movements, etc.  
 
To illustrate the variety of rhetorics produced at NCCU, each class member will choose a rhetorical 
form to focus on and will find several (at least 3) artifacts (images, texts, audio, or video) that 
exemplify that form across history. Possible rhetorical forms:

● Oratory/Speech 
● Protest 
● Student Texts/Writing 
● Art 
● Music 

● Fashion 
● Spirituality 
● Food 
● Service  
● Dance/Theater 

 
To accompany your artifacts, you will write an article that introduces the rhetorical form and 
discusses how it reflects the values, investments, and major movements of the NCCU community. 
For each artifact, you will give the historical background (including the year it was produced and any 
relevant social/political history) and a brief analysis of the artifact and what it represents. Articles 
should be written for a general audience; scholarly citations are optional. 
 
Guidelines for Choosing Artifacts  

● Include one from before 1950. 
● Include one from the last 20 years. 
● Include at least two different forms of media (image, audio, video). Keep in mind that even if 

the original artifact is not in audio/video form, you may be able to reproduce it that way, e.g., 
an audio clip of you reading the text of a speech aloud or a brief video/slideshow of images.  

 
Guidelines for the Article 

● Introduce the rhetorical form and discuss its significance. 
● Give the historical background for each artifact, including relevant social/political history. 
● Provide a brief analysis of each artifact to discuss its significance as a historical NCCU 

rhetorical text/object/medium. 
● Write at least 500 words total so that each artifact is thoroughly explained. 
● Include citations for all artifacts (see MLA guide).  

 
Final Product 
You will submit your article and artifacts by midterm, so I can compile them into one collection of 
articles. We will write the introduction to the project together, provide feedback to improve each 
other’s articles, and polish the project before publishing it at the end of the semester. 


