
Aspirational Site Analysis 
 

1. FIND A RELEVANT SAMPLE: Explore online to find a site that is similar to what you want to 

create yourself. For instance, if you plan to create a portfolio of writings, look for portfolios. If 

you plan to create a business, organization, or personal profile site, look at those.   Find a site 

that is appealing to you because it communicates in ways that you aspire to, as well. (TIP: Focus 

on one for most of this analysis, but keep a list of several so you can do step 7.)  

2. DOCUMENT: Write the site name and the URL for the site in your analytical memo. Briefly 

explain why you selected this site for analysis. 

3. PURPOSE(S): Describe the purpose for the site and the evidence within the site that gives you 

clues about the purpose. Is it explicit, in an About page, for instance? Or is the purpose indicated 

in other ways? 

4. AUDIENCE(S): Identify the probable intended audiences for this site.  How can you tell?  What 

evidence from the site demonstrates who it is for?  

5. ORGANIZATION:   What is the layout for the site like?  What features most prominently? What 

do you have to search harder for?  Why do you think the designer chose the organization they 

did?  

6. READABILITY:  Paste a sample paragraph from the site into this readability score generator.  

What are your findings?  Does the readability seem appropriate for the site’s audiences and 

purposes? 

7. GENRE FEATURES:  What aspect of this site do you think are typical for the genre of site you 

have selected?  Compare the one you are analyzing to other samples you found in step 1.  What 

features do they all seem to share? 

8. EVALUATE: What about this site do you think is working especially well? What would you like to 

emulate in your own site?  What aspects do you think work less well for the site’s purposes and 

audiences?  What advice would you offer the designer for improvement? 

 

Write It Up 
 

• MEMO: Write this analysis up as a formal business-style memo from you to me. Consult OWL 

Purdue’s sample business memo for format guidance.  I’ll expect to, from, date, subject lines, 

single-spacing, and brief sections (covering #2-8 above) marked by clear headings and analytical 

paragraphs. 

• POST as a docx or PDF file in Blackboard by 11:59PM Thursday 10/26. 

https://www.online-utility.org/english/readability_test_and_improve.jsp
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/590/04/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/590/04/

